The guys behind
Jews Clues.’
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ADL's panel
of luminaries

Eli Wiesel, Governor Deval
Patrick, Brandeis President
Frederick Lawrence and ADL
National Director Abe Foxman
will appear at Faneuil Hall next
month to discuss “The New
Anti-Semitism.”

See Page 2

Angry with

the Almighty?

Rabbi Harold S. Kushner

explains how to reconnect with

G-d even when you're furious

after the loss of a loved one.
See Page 11
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Remembering

Babi Yar

70 years ago, in a Kiev ravine,
the worst of the Holocaust began

Leon Trotsky?

In his new biography, Joshua

Rubenstein shows how

the

Russian revolutionary was “a

Jew in spite of himself.”

See Page 14

Supping in
the sukkah

From apples to zucchini, Joni

Schockett offers the ingredients

for a holiday feast.

See Page 16

Send us

week’s paper. Email edi

your sukkot

Photos, that is. We plan to run
a roundup of pictures in next

torial@

ThelewishAdvocate.com, with
Sukkah in the message field.
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By Steve Maas
Advocate Editor

As a child in the 1950s,

Vadim Feldman would peer at a
large double portrait that hung
on the walls of his family’s Kiev
apartment.

“Once, my grandfather Yakov
Polyak brought me to it, and
sorrowfully told me that these
are his parents who perished in
Babi Yar,” Feldman said. “This
conversation became the first
link in the chain of my memory
about Babi Yar.”

The 69-year-old Chestnut
Hill resident clutched a copy of
that portrait of his great grand-

parents to his chest as he ad-
dressed some 150 people at a
memorial rally and concert at
Temple Bnai Moshe in
Brighton.

The event marked the 70th
anniversary of the tragedy at
Babi Yar, the first
mass extermina-
tion of the Holo-
caust.

On Sept. 29-30,
1941, the Nazis
funneled a contin-
uous stream of
Jews — children
and the elderly,
men and women
— into a ravine in
Kiev. Groups of 10
at a time were
lined up and shot,
their bodies
falling onto those
gunned down before them. In
just two days, 33,771 Jews were
murdered, aaccording to the
precise accounting of Einsatz-
gruppe Operational Situation
Report No. 101.

The Nazis had captured Kiev
only two weeks before. They
wasted no time in beginning the

Continued on Page 6

PHOTOS BY MIKHAIL RASTEGAYEV
Vadim Feldman walks in Sunday’s candlelight procession with a
photo of his great-grandparents.The text, in Yiddish and in Russ-
ian, says “They Perished in Babi Yar, Sarah Polyak, Haim-Ber
Polyak.” At left: Temple Bnai Moshe member Steve Cantor and
Benjamin Buchman, a student at Shaloh House day school in
Brighton, blow the shofar at the end of the memorial ceremony.

SHABBAT CANDLE

LIGHTING TIMES
Shabbat Shalom:

Yom Kippur

BOSTON 5:59 PM
MANCHESTER, N.H. 6:00 PM
FALL RIVER 6:00 PM
PORTLAND, MAINE 5:55 PM
PROVIDENCE, R.I. 6:01 PM
SPRINGFIELD 6:05 PM
WORCESTER 6:02 PM
ERUV STATUS:

BOSTON 781-446-9797
MALDEN 781-322-5686
SHARON 781-695-0505
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Multi-prong effort moblllzes students for Israel

Wide array of groups woo
hearts and minds on campus

By Leah Burrows
Advocate Staff

When a mock-up of the Israel security
barrier popped up on Boston University’s
campus last spring as part of Israel
Apartheid Week, BU’s pro-Israel students
knew what to do.

They whipped out their cell phones,
hopped onto Facebook, logged into Gmail
and got the message out: We need help.

In less than 48 hours, the students or-
ganized a counter-protest with more than
300 students from BU and neighboring
schools, according to campus organizers.
They chanted, sang songs and waved Is-
raeli flags on BU’s main plaza.

Pro-Israeli students protest Apartheid
Week at BU last spring.

The response was a stark contrast to the
previous year when the inaugural Israel
Apartheid Week, organized by the BU
chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine,
caught pro-Israel students off guard.

“I was really underwhelmed by student

response in 2010,” said Rabbi Chananel
Weiner, director of Aish Campus Boston,
the college arm of the educational organi-
zation Aish HaTorah. “At that time, there
was not nearly enough of vocal outcry
from students to [Israel Apartheid Week].”

Over the next six months, Weiner re-
doubled his efforts to recruit students for
Aish’s Hasbara Fellowships, which send
college students to Israel for two weeks of
advocacy training and supplies funds and
resources for campus advocacy on their re-
turn.

But Hasbara isn’t the only organization
working closely with students on campus —
not by a long shot.

More than a dozen organizations in New
England bolster college efforts, including
AIPAC, J Street, CAMERA, The David Pro-

Continued on Page 5
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Pro-srael groups woo campuses

Continuedl from Page 1

ject and Zand with Us. Orga-
nizations such as Combined
Jewish Philanthropies, the
Jewish Community Relations
Council, Anti-Defamation
League, and the American Jew-
ish Committee also support
on-campus student groups.

These organizations pour
thousands of ddllars into cam-
puses through grants, training
programs and resources such
as pamphlets, speakers and
web videos. For example, CJP
spent $2.1 million on its
Birthright Initiative and cam
pus follow-up lagt year.

Here are just a few exam-
ples of events and campaigns
organized by pro-lsrael cam-
pus groups since the begin-
ning of September:

« Hillel Neuer, the execu-
tive director of the watchdog
group UN Watch, spoke at
Tufts and MIT.

*« Folwael leaders from

“Ten ye\ars ago,
gudentsware pulling
ther hair fryingto
find resourcesto
advocatefor Isad.’

Bliot Mathias
Hasbara Fellowships

as Shai Bazak, the consul gen-
erd of lsrael to New Endand.
The sudents dso learned
wha to do when faced with
anti-Israel rhetoric, said Bhan
Rauf, of Northeastern. “Be-
fore, | wasn't sure how to an-
swer all of those dlegations
against |srael,” Rauf saidl.
“On the [Hasbara] trip, we
learned how to show those
gdatements were wrong. e
could say, ‘No, | was there,
and thisiswhat | saw.’”
Nationwicle, Hasbara Fel-
lowships have grown from

Hasbara Fellows from Northeastern University in lsrael. From
left: David Sandler, Marlena Lurie, Andy Wbiss and Ethan Rauf

Tufts and Boston University
lobbied Senator Scott Brown's
office in support of tougher
sanctions on Iran, Syia and
North Korea.

+ Boston University Su-
dents for Israel hosted an
event with international rela
tions professor William Keylor
leading up to the UN Generd
Assembly.

+ The Brandeis Zionist A-
liance organized a free
Hookah Night on campus, at-
tended by hundreds of su-
dents.

“Ten years ago, students
were pulling their hair trying
to find resources to advocate
for Israel,” said Hliot Meathias,
executive director of Hasbara
Fellowships. “Now we're in a
ged situation; now there are
a tremendous amount of re-
sources.”

Last December, V\&iner took
Hasbara's firg all-New BEhg
land contingent of fellows to
Israel — more than 30 students
from locd colleges.

They met with Israel De-
fense Forces soldiers, visited
the W\est Bank and learned
how to organize pro-lsrael
campaigns.

When they returned, the
students held more than 100
programs onh their campuses,
V\&iner said, ranging from film
sareenings to Israeli food par-
ties to hosting speakers such

about 30 sudents represent-
ing 15 universities in 2001 to
about 250 students hailing
from about 80 universities in
2011.

Hasbara tracks how in-
volved their fellows become in
pro-lsrael activism after com-
pleting the trainingin Isradl.

In 2009, 159 stuclents par-
ticipated in the Hasbara fel-
lowship program. Of those
159, 101 sudents described
themselves as minimally in-
volved in campus advocacy be-
fore going on the program —
meaning they had not as
sumed leadership roles in
their lsrael goups or taken
personal initiatives.

Ater the program, 80 per-
cent of those students became
more active — joining the
board of their larael groups,
organizing campaigns or
events, and writing op-ecls.

CJP has similar figures for
sudents who participate in
the Birthright Initiative to Is
rael. About 80 percent of local
gdudents who take part in
CJPs Birthright Initiative be-
came more involved on cam-
pus, participaing in a least
three Jawish or Israelrelated
events or classesin a semester.

“If you want the Jewish
kids on campusto be |srael ac-
tivists, they have to know
something about lsrael,” sad
Barry Shrage, presdent of CIR

“They have positive feellngs
about being Jewish and posi-
tive feelings about larael.”

CP employs 11 fulltime
campus coordinators to re-
cruit stuclents for Birthright
and keep them involved once
they return.

Last year, CJP sent 1,000
gudents from 70 area colleges
on Birthright. Universities like
Harvard and Northeastern,
which a few years ago only
sent about a dozen dudents
on Birthright, are now sending
up to 80 students a year, said
Matt Lebovic, senior campus
associge at CPs Israel Camt+
pus Rouncltable.

Sudents can also apply for
fellowship programs & Sand
with Us, an Israel educational
organization, and The David
Roject. Numerous other or-
ganizations offer internships
or leadership development
programs, such as AlRPAC.

Many of these organizations
that sponsor events and work
on campus have overlapping
pricrities. CPs lsrael Campus
Roundtable is responsible for
keeping them from stepping
on each cther's toes, accord-
ing to Lebovic.

The roundtable is an unt
brella organization for profes
sond lsrael activigs—not su-
dents —from 16 organizations.
It convenes monthly to discuss
upcoming programs, strate-
des and gant offerings.

With so many options, how
do gudents keep track of the
maze of orgenizations?

“SQudents are smart and
they've figured out how to get
the best resources and tools
that are out there,” Mathias
sad. “A student can say, ‘I
want to bring a spesker to
campus and then call The
David Froject and get 50 per-
cent funding, then cal Sand
With Us and get 50 percent
funding.”

“It's about the message not
where it comes from,” said
Matt Goldberg, vice president
of BU SQudentsfor Israel and a
Sand with Us Bmerson Fellow.

Despite the competition for
funding, it's not difficult to
woo donors, Mathias said, be-
cause people understand the
importance of campusesin the
fight for Israsl.

“On campus, you have the
chance to make area impact,”
he said. “Once people hit a
certain age, they will not
change their minds, but su-
dents are still open minded.”

Bazak, the consul generd,
put it more starkly at a net-
working event at his Brookline
apartment, which drew more
than 40 student leaders from
pro-lsrael groups as far away
as Brown University and
UMass-Arrherst.

In a short speech, Bazak
summed up the importance of
the students efforts:

“In Israel, we have two lines
of defense against atack: the
lsrael Defense Force and you.”

One Stop Shopping for
Boys & Young Men

We've Suited Up Thousands of Bar M itzvah Boys!
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RODENT CONTROL BULLETIN

Fall is here and with cooler termperatures rodents will
be seeking food, shelter and locking for ways to enter your
home or business.

This is not a new problem as man has been combating
rats and mice for centuries. These rodents gnaw instine-
lively and live at our expense without contributing anything
beneficial. In fact, where we live and what we eat create the
ideal environment for rats and mice to thrive, by providing
constant sources of food, waler and shelter.

Rodents pose a direct threat to our health by transmit-
ting serious diseases to humans and animals through
direct contact or as a vector for other organisms.

Extensive structural damage is created with rodents’
constant gnawing and they damage food products by
consumption, gnawing and contamination with their urine,
feces and hair.

Call A-1 Exterminators today and ot us design
an effective Rodent Contrel Program for your home or

" 4 1.800-525-4825

A-1 Exterminators
(Pest Control Specialists Since 1953)
info@alexterminators.com
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